THE REMINISCENCES OF CARL SCHURZ
Dowell, had cheerfully consented to serve under the orders
of a junior in rank, but Fremont's request was at once com-
plied with, and, as no other command was conferred upon him,
he disappeared from the scene of military action. Two years
later he emerged again from retirement for a little while as
a candidate for the presidency, nominated by a small con-
venticle of radicals dissatisfied with Mr. Lincoln's administra-
tion. And later, he was heard of only as a business speculator,
leading a precarious existence, vibrating between that of a
multi-millionaire and a pauper. Finally he died in obscurity,
leaving behind him a dim, shadowy myth of quondam glory as
the great " Pathfinder " and the first Republican color-bearer.

In the place of Fremont, the President appointed General
Franz Sigel as the commander of the First Army Corps of the
Army of Virginia. The German-American troops welcomed
Sigel with great enthusiasm, which the rank and file of the na-
tive American regiments at least seemed to share. He brought
a splendid military reputation with him. He had bravely
fought for liberty in Germany, and conducted there the last
operations of the revolutionary army in 1849. He had been
one of the foremost to organize and lead that force of armed
men, mostly Germans, that seemed suddenly to spring out of
the pavements of St. Louis, and whose prompt action saved
that city and the State of Missouri to the Union. On various
fields, especially at Pea Ridge, he had distinguished himself
by personal gallantry as well as by skillful leadership. The
popular war-cry, " fighting mit Sigel," had given his name an
extraordinary vogue.

Thus General Sigel seemed to enter upon his field of, ac-
tivity in the East under the most propitious circumstances. But
in the course of events I have become convinced that, as regards
his personal interests as well as his usefulness, he made a greatgeneral suggestions as to the necessity of more unity of
